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The defense importance of labor relat ons was rointed cit to Congress yesterday

by Colonel Phi1i I, Fiening, Ad nistrator, in the second aanual report of the

Wa:e Lund Hour Division of the United States Department of Labor.

“Empio,oeent indices, stiimiiated Uy our tremendous defense production program

ani is; the 4O—hor week of the [a;o and hour La’:, ridll soon attain ncr peaks ——

hiGher than 1929 levels and proportionato to cur increase in population since those

busy days, said Colonel Fleming in naoirg the report public.

‘Both employment and payroll indices of factory esployment today aro higher

than at any tine since the lart; war. Tize index of urceloynent has boon stoadily

rising. It was 103 in July, 107 in August, 111 in September, 113 in Ootohor, 114 in

Novcm1or, nmd. 116 in Decozebor, and workers for now factories which crc rising

throughout tire land have not yet been i’ccruitod.

‘TDusirzess is kastoning to eoriy with tho Wage and Hour Law. The Wage and Hour

decisions of the Supromo Court last wooL orfirrzeJ. tIre accoz:teicc of the Act whch

was bco1rzirU. universal Ofl. te cariv tino of :1o.ors vrhc are to sc:ac do:.rcc on—

ga:od in i.otrstats coruecrcc. The realization that tirro and. Iral for overtime

after 45 hours must ho paid. to ;oa:Lntoncrnco workers. aird ofihico workers in most corn—

meroial ustatlishncnts, as well ire to jroducciorz wor’k.nos in factories, is srreadiieg.
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